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Section A 

You will hear an interview with Ellen Stofan, a scientist. You will hear the recording twice. Now 
read the task. 

Ellen Stofan 

As you listen to the recording, complete the sentences. Use 1–5 words for each answer. Bear 
in mind that all contracted forms with the exception of can’t count as two words. 
 
 
Example: 

0. Earlier this year, Ellen resigned from the position of  NASA chief scientist                        . 

 
 

1. Ellen believes that the only way to _____________________________________ on Mars is to get 

 explorers to the planet. 

 
2. To explore the surface of Venus, she used _____________________________________. 

 
3. Mars was _____________________________________ in the sequence of the celestial bodies Ellen 

 researched while working for NASA. 

 
4. The only thing Ellen remembers about her visit to the launch pad is  

_____________________________________. 
 
5. Ellen’s description of the events following the incident is based on  

_____________________________________. 
 
6. Much to her husband’s annoyance, Ellen _____________________________________. 

 
7. Ellen’s interest in the professional options for women was reflected in  

_____________________________________. 
 
8. Despite her age, Ellen was not looked down on by _____________________________________ 

 during the field trip. 
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Section B 

You will hear an interview in which Khaled Hosseini talks about his first novel The Kite Runner 
and the two characters, Amir and Hassan. You will hear the recording twice. Now read the task. 

Khaled Hosseini 

As you listen to the recording, write your answers in note form in the spaces below. Use 1–5 
words for each answer. Bear in mind that all contracted forms with the exception of can’t count 
as two words. 
 
 
Example: 

0. How old is the narrator when the novel begins? 

  12. 
 
 

1. What was the Taliban regime in Afghanistan preceded by? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
2. Why is the friendship between Amir and Hassan unexpected? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
3. What enabled the author’s family to lead an untroubled life in Kabul? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
4. Which autobiographical element does the author first expose when describing Amir and Hassan? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
5. When the author was a child, what did flying kites eventually turn into? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
6. Why did kite runners use ground glass and glue? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
7. When did the Pashtuns come to power in Afghanistan? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
8. Apart from religion, what distinguishes the Hazaras from other Afghans? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
9. How does the author present the government’s policy towards ethnic minorities? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________  
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