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Section A 

You will hear three speakers talking about three different paintings. You will hear the recording 
twice. Now read the task. 

Paintings 

As you listen to the recording, match the statements to the speakers (A, B or C). 
 
 
Example: 

Statement  Speaker 

The owner reacted emotionally to the finished painting. 0. C 

 
 

Statement  Speaker 

The painting does not reflect the setting in which it was created. 1. _____ 

The painting was ordered for practical reasons. 2. _____ 

The painter purposefully arranged elements to draw the viewer’s attention. 3. _____ 

The characters in the painting show contrasting emotions. 4. _____ 

The background suggests the subject’s source of income. 5. _____ 

A viewer can easily identify with the situation depicted in the painting. 6. _____ 

There are many different interpretations regarding the painting. 7. _____ 

The subject appears to be satisfied with their current social status. 8. _____ 

The scenery shows consequences of a violent act. 9. _____ 
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Section B 

You will hear an interview with Roma Agrawal, a structural engineer. You will hear the 
recording twice. Now read the task. 

Roma Agrawal 

As you listen to the recording, write your answers in note form in the spaces below. Use 1–5 
words for each answer. Bear in mind that all contracted forms with the exception of can’t count 
as two words. 
 
 
Example: 

0. What is the main idea about buildings in Roma Agrawal’s book? 

   Not frozen images in time. 
 
 

1. What is Agrawal particularly interested in? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________  

 
2. Why are Agrawal’s knowledge and research possibilities limited? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________  

 
3. Who invented the material that made underwater constructions possible? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________  

 
4. Which animal-based component is found in the building material of the Taj Mahal? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________  

 
5. When constructing the Great Wall, what did the Chinese prevent by adding sticky rice to the 

mortar? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________  

 
6. Which feature of skyscrapers remains unnoticed if they are constructed well? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________  

 
7. What does Agrawal compare skyscrapers with when discussing their structure? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________  

 
8. What does progress in modern engineering depend on? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________  
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